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precisely the things which a hard worker lacks.
Reduce his working hours and he will have both.

If5 to-morrow or a couple of generations hence,
it were made possible for all human beings to lead
the life of leisure which is now led only by a few,
the results, so far as I can see, would be as follows:
There would be an enormous increase in the
demand for such time-killers and substitutes for
thought as newspapers, films, fiction, cheap means
of communication and wireless telephones 5 to
put it in more general terms, there would be an
increase in the demand for sport and art. The
interest in the fine art of love-making would be
widely extended. And enormous numbers of
people, hitherto immune from these mental and
moral diseases, would be afflicted by ennui^ de-
pression and universal dissatisfaction.

The fact is that, brought up as they are at
present, the majority of human beings can hardly
fail to devote their leisure to occupations which,
if not positively vicious, are at least stupid, futile
and, what is worse, secretly realized to be futile.

To Tolstoy the whole idea of universal leisure
seemed absurd and even wicked. The social
reformers who held up the attainment of universal
leisure as an ideal he regarded as madmen. They
aspired to make all men like those rich, idle, urban
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